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By Joun P. GREGG .
Valley News Staff Writer

'NORTH HAVERHILL — Accompanied by his
‘Shiba Inu, a once-skittish dog rescued from
neglect, Omer Ahern Jr. drove from his home
in Plymouth, N.H., yesterday morning to
Grafton County Courthouse, where he was
sworn'in as one of three county commission-
8.

Then, after a short drive across the county

complex in North Haverhill, the Republican
lawyer and Tea Party activist tucked his rub-
bers and hat in a corner of the commissioners’
conference room and got down to real busi-
ness.

Hanover Democrat Michael Cryans, the
veteran chairman of the commission, had
barely opened the first meeting of the three
commissioners when Ahern interjected with a
point of order, requesting that they start with
the Pledge of Allegiance.

Is Tensebut Civil

“Any veterans in the room?” Ahern said,
asking Jeri Martino, a Navy veteran and now
the county’s administrative assistant, to lead
the pledge.

Then, as the commissioners sought to orga-
nize their ranks, Ahern said he would like to
nominate longtime Commissioner Ray Bur-
ton, a Bath Republican, to be the chairman.

Burton, a savvy.centrist who has served as a
county commissioner for 20 years and also
happens to be the longest-serving Executive

Councilor in New Hampshire history,
demurred, saying he preferred to be clerk, a
job that entails overseeing the bills that come
in to the county. IR
“Omer, I believe that Mike should continue
as our chairman. Yes, I know, Republicans
won, but on balance ‘political affiliation does-
n’t have that much to do with this end of the
table, I've observed over the years,” Burton
said. :
Undeterred, Ahern, who defeated Holder-

~ness Democrat Martha Richards in Novem-
Cber, tried plan B, :

“I move that Omer C. Ahern Jr. be named "

chairman of this board of commiissioners, and

that will be my first motion, and nominations
do not need to be seconded, according to

Roberts Rules of Order,” Ahern said.

With little discussion, Ahern voted yes, Bur-

ton‘and Cryans no. Motion defeated. -

Burton then nominated Cryans, now in his
See GrarTon—A4
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